Head and neck vascular anatomy.
Conventional computed tomography (CT) and magnetic resonance (MR) angiography provide excellent vascular images; however, every radiologist interpreting routine cross-sectional imaging of the head and neck must recognize normal and abnormal vascular structures. Knowledge of the normal cross-sectional appearance of vessels can help to define spacial anatomy and provide for recognition of abnormal vessels. Intracranially, the major arterial branches of the Circle of Willis are routinely visualized on MR and CT, as are the dural venous sinuses and major tributaries to the deep and superficial venous system. Using a combination of CT and MR images, we demonstrate the normal cross-sectional vascular anatomy of the head and neck and the important anatomic relationships key to accurate imaging analysis.